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Two RBA Cheer Squads Each Win 1st Place in 8-State 
Competition—On to Nationals at Disney World! 

Charlotte:  Last summer, members of 
The Roger Bacon Pop Warner team and 
the Cheer squad visited the Carolina 
Panthers for an exhibition game and 
work-out on a professional field as a 
reward for their super season.   

As you may recall, the Cheer Squad won 
the local competition, placed second in 
the regional competition in Huntsville, 
Alabama, and went to the nationals in 
Orlando where they placed ninth in the 
country.   

This year over 200 students signed up 
and competed on five Pop Warner foot-
ball teams and three Cheer Squads.  Two 
of the Cheer Squads won their local 

Football Trip to Panther Stadium  

competitions and went to Charlotte over 
Thanksgiving for the eight-state re-
gional competitions among over a hun-
dred teams. 

The Jr. Pee Wee Cheer squad (grades 3-
5) with its 35 members placed 1st in 
their division and the Sr. Midget squad 
(6-8 grade) of 25 girls placed 1st in 
their division.  The “Spirit Award” for 
best sportsmanship was also won by 
RBA as voted on by all hundred 

RBA Cheer Squad Competing for Their Big Win! 

Ready for Action! 

�      Enrollment Forms Inside! 

coaches at the event. 

These 60 girls will go to Orlando 
for the national championship 
competition the week of Decem-
ber 3rd. 

Congratulations to Coach Jean 
LaFave and all of the volunteers 
who helped our girls achieve this 
outstanding winning record. 

Good luck to all at the Nationals!   

You’re Invited… 
“An Evening in December” 

A Holiday Concert by the Students 
Wednesday, Dec. 13, 7 PM 

Odell Williamson Auditorium 
(See page 4) 
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Leland - Charter Day School continues its 
record of year-to-year academic “High 
Growth” for its students according to infor-
mation released by the State Department of 
Education. 

 “Out of 2,353 schools in the entire 
state, only 97 made ‘High Growth’ and 
AYP for two consecutive years,” said 
Headmaster Mark Cramer. “This puts us in 
the top 4% of all schools in the state,” he 
added. 

 This tuition-free public school has 
704 students in grades K-8 from Bladen, 
Brunswick, Columbus, New Hanover, and 
Pender Counties with  42% of students 
qualifying for free and reduced lunch. 

 The Board of Trustees has been 
approved to open a second public school 
campus in Columbus County named Co-

lumbus Charter School. 

 “We will open Columbus Charter 
School in July of 2007 for grades K and 1 
– and possibly 2— at our 100-acre campus 
on JK Powell Road near the intersection of 
Peacock Road and Old Lumberton, six 
miles north of Whiteville,” Mr. Cramer 
said.  “Our Columbus campus will offer 
the same successful field-proven, tested 
curriculum that we use at the Brunswick 
campus. Enrollment applications may be 
picked up at the County Library in White-
ville,” he added. 

 Mr. Cramer claims the curriculum 
and teaching methods have proven them-

H i g h  A c a d e m i c  G ro w t h  i s  N o  A c c i d e n t  

secret permanently by the state and 
thus cannot be used for diagnostic 
purposes or to identify specific 
sources of strengths and weaknesses 
in the teacher training program. 

 “If we knew what the ques-
tions were that gave our students trou-
ble, we would know how to adjust our 
instructional program; as it is, the 
secret tests force us into trial-and-
error procedures,” Mr. Cramer said. 

 Interested parents may visit 
or call the Brunswick campus at 655-
1214 for more information. 

selves by the fact that they were only 
one of two schools out of eighty-five 
schools in their five-county area to make 
“High” academic growth on the state’s 
new End-of-Grade tests.  Academic 
growth is measured by comparing each 
student’s score with their score in the 
prior year to assess the year-to-year gain 
on the state’s end-of-grade test scores. 

 “We monitor every student’s 
progress on a frequent basis throughout 
the year.  If a student begins to slip, we 
intervene quickly to help that student 
achieve at their highest potential,” said 
Headmaster Cramer. 

 Also the school’s team of 
coaches and trainers, headed by Ms. 
Eunice King, help each teacher con-
stantly improve their instructional tech-
niques.  “Even though Tiger Woods is 
the world’s best golfer, he still has a 
coach that constantly helps him maintain 
his top form,” Ms. King explains. She 
said that great individuals in every field 
welcome constant coaching and continu-
ally seek to improve their skills. 

 School officials say that it is 
unfortunate that the EOG tests are kept 

Ms. Eunice King, Head of Training 

Trainers, Coaches, and Data Analysts 

CDS~RBA in Top 4% State-wide for High Academic Growth for Two Consecutive Years 

Note: Every school and district has been given their ABC scores, and parents have 
received individual student scores.   However, the summary data by district have not 
been made publicly available on the web at this time.  The table below summarizes 
the average scores for Charter Day School and for the state, according to the latest 
information received.  
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R a d i o  Ta l k  S h o w  Ho s t  Vi s i t s  S c h o o l  Fo r  M o r n i ng  P ro g r a m 

Leland:  Popular talk-show host Curtis Wright of Sta-
tion 106.3 FM scheduled his first “Field Trip” of the 
season at Charter Day School~Roger Bacon Academy 
on October 25. 

 Curtis’ show “The Morning Beat” on The Big 

Talker  is heard by 25,000 to 35,000 listeners in the 
coastal area, and he wanted to expose them to the 
school. 

 Accompanied by commentator Warren 
Sprouse, from 6 to 7 AM he interviewed Headmaster 
Mark Cramer and Founder Baker Mitchell about the 
school’s origins in 2000 with 53 students and the suc-
cesses of its educational model leading to its current 
student body of 704 in grades K through 8. 

   From 7 to 8 AM he held an open discussion 
with a number of parents about their experiences at the 
school. Child safety and the stress on manners were of-
ten mentioned as bonuses to the academic programs. 

 In the 8 to 9 AM hour, Warren and Curtis 
talked with Mr. Wingett’s 2nd grade class and then in-
terviewed a group of middle school students.  As may be 
expected, “Recess” was one of the favorite classes, but 
reading and music received honorable mention. The 
after-school activities such as scouting, football, cheer, 
and music sponsored by local businesses were also 
popular. 

 Brunswick Board of Education member Mr. 

Ray Gilbert was Curtis’ guest in the fourth hour discussing with 
Headmaster Cramer some the myths and fads of educational reforms 
that are holding back true progress in the field.  

 “Judging from the calls and emails  from listeners, the show 
was very well received and held quite a large audience,” said Curtis. 

Rev. Artie Odum, parent and Trustee,  discusses his experiences at 
the school with Curtis. 

Warren Sprouse, Producer Lainey Edmister, Brunswick Board Member Ray Gilbert, 
Headmaster Cramer, Host Curtis Wright 

Curtis talks with students 



The Music Man 

 On the inside, the new music 
room for Mr. Lucas will be heavily 
used as he has three choruses, a bud-
ding band, and private lessons—all in 
addition to the regular music curricu-
lum. 

“Performing on an instrument is 
only part of the curriculum,” he ex-
plains. “We study the history of music 
and the lives of the great composers as 
well technical inventions that spawned 
new compositions.”  

A piano studio with six full-sized 
keyboards linked to an instructor’s 
keyboard for group lessons is proving 
to be a very versatile set-up. 

Mr. Lucas wants everyone to 
save Wednesday night, December 
13th, so they can attend “An Evening 
in December” at the Odell Williamson 

Around  the  Campus . . .  
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Raleigh—As many of you are aware, we have over 230 
students attending Charter Day School from Columbus and 
Bladen Counties. 

Seeing the need for a more convenient campus loca-
tion to better serve these counties and to free up more room 
for Brunswick students, the Board of Trustees applied to 
open an identical school near Whiteville. 

This application for a Columbus charter was approved 
on August 3 in Raleigh, and a 100 acre site is being readied 
by Coastal Habitat Conservancy for the school’s opening. 

The plan is for four kindergarten classes and two 1st 
grade classes to begin in the summer of 2007 and then to add 
a grade each year. 

The site is near the intersection of Old Lumberton 
Road and Peacock Road—a central location for Whiteville, 
Chadbourn, Clarkton, and Bladenboro.   

At Charter Day School, we have always recognized the 
importance of choice. However, many parents in our com-
munity do not fully understand the power they have when 
they are allowed to choose their child’s school. 

Through various efforts we want to help parents be-

The newest computers in the computer 

lab. 

come aware of their choices and to know that they can 
now choose an alternative school.  Parents’ choice and 
competition are what push existing school systems to 
work harder in educating our children the way they should 
be educated. 

We will be getting this message out by visiting head 
start programs, going to the local libraries and community 
centers where we will be sharing with them what Colum-
bus Charter School has to offer and what our past aca-
demic successes have been. It is our goal to let the sur-
rounding communities know that an alternative to educa-
tion is now available and freely accessible to everyone. 

A schedule for  community informational meet-
ings will be published in the near future. 

In the meantime, Headmaster Cramer would be 
happy to talk to anyone with an interest in the new 
school. 

“We are looking forward to being able to contrib-
ute to the Columbus community,” he added. 

“Prepare, “Prepare, “Prepare, “Prepare,     
                Explore,Explore,Explore,Explore,    
                                    Discover!”Discover!”Discover!”Discover!”  

Columbus

Charter

School

Auditorium at 7 PM.  The program 
features the middle school band, three 
choruses, and selected soloists.  

Come share an evening of 
Christmas Joy with the students as 
they perform a variety of traditional 
holiday music.  

Bits and Bytes 

A computer lab equipped with 
the latest hardware and software was 
completed this fall.    

The powerful and compact lap-
tops with their large LCD screens have 
replaced the old bulky desk models 
with their cumbersome tube monitors 
for a much more convenient environ-
ment. 

Each computer runs Windows 
XP Pro operating system with a full 
suite of the latest Office applications 

such as WORD, PowerPoint, Pub-
lisher, and Excel and is ported into the 
campus’ wireless network. 



C
u

t 
al

o
n

g
 d

o
tt

ed
 l

in
e.

 
***School applying for:   Charter Day School _______        Columbus Charter School _______*** 

(Check One) 

 

2007-2008 APPLICATION FOR STUDENT ENROLLMENT 
 
Date of Application:                            . 

Is this applicant the child of a Charter Day or Columbus Charter School staff member? Yes/No  ____  

If yes, who? __________________________ 

** Does this applicant have a sibling who is currently enrolled in Charter Day School?  _________  

If yes, current student’s name and grade: _____________________________  

 
 
STUDENT INFORMATION   Grade applying for:    (Proof of grade level will be required) 
 
Last Name:    First   Middle  Gender   

 

Address:                            

   Street   City   State  Zip  County 

Phone (Hm): _______________                   Social Security Number: _____-____-_____                                      

 

Birth Date:   Age_____________  

     (Kindergarten students must be 5 yrs old by Oct 16th) 

 

Ethnic Origin:  ___Am. Indian ___Asian ___Black ___Hispanic ___White ___Multi 

 

FAMILY INFORMATION 

Father’s Name:          _____________  

   Last    First    MI 

Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

  Street   City   State  Zip County 

Phone # __________________      Cell phone #   ________________ Work Phone #   _________________ 

 

Email address: __________________________________________ 

 

Mother’s Name:           _______ 

   Last    First                                             MI 

Address:           _______ 

(If same as above leave blank) Street   City  State  Zip County 

Phone #      Cell phone #   ________________ Work Phone #   _______________ 

 

Email address: ________________________________________________ 
 
Note:   
Thank you for your interest in our schools. 
It is important that you notify us if any phone numbers change.     If your child is wait-listed, we will attempt to call all available numbers 
if a space becomes available.  
  
** This section is for Charter Day School applications only. 

Date Received:                                                  (Office Use Only) 



- - - fold here  - - - 

- - - fold here  - - - 

To: 

Charter Day School and Columbus Charter School 

 7055 Bacon’s Way 

 Leland, NC 28451 

 Attention: Student Registration 

 

Please Place 

Stamp Here 

From: 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 

_______________________________ 
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Charter School Family Agreement 

In order to accomplish our mission, the school must have the help and cooperation of the parents.  We believe that 
parental presence in the school will contribute to learning through the example set by committed, caring adults.  Pa-

rental and student commitment to the following agreement is required by all students, parents, and guardians: 

 
Students are expected to: 

• Attend school punctually and regularly. 

• Obey the rules and regulations of the school. 

• Be courteous, obedient, and respectful to all school staff and personnel. 

• Be respectful and considerate of classmates. 

• Be diligent in study. 

• Complete homework assignments on time and in good order. 

• Adhere to the School Pledge. 

As a parent/guardian of a Charter School student, I agree: 

• I/We understand and support the philosophy of the Charter Schools. 

• I/We will make sure the student is at school on time with appropriate materials. 

• I/We will read correspondence and sign notices sent home with the student in a timely manner. 

• I/We will set aside a homework time for the student to complete individual assignments. 

• I/We will attend parent/teacher/student conferences.  Other meetings can be arranged as a mutually convenient time. 

• I am / We are ultimately responsible for the student’s appropriate behavior in school. 

• I/We agree to provide lunch for my child on a daily basis, as the school will not be operating a cafeteria. 

•     I/We agree to provide timely transportation for my child to and from school each day, as the school will not be operating school 
buses. 

• I/We agree that my child will be bound by the terms of the School Pledge. 

 
My child and I have read and understand the rules and information outlined above and in the Parent and Student Handbook. 
We agree that ______________________ should be held accountable for these rules and regulations. 
 

Student’s Signature:________________________Parent/Guardian’s Signature:__________________________ Date:_________________ 

School Pledge 

I pledge to keep myself healthy in 

body, mind, and spirit- 

I pledge to be truthful in all my works- 

I pledge to be virtuous in all my deeds- 

I pledge to be obedient and loyal to 

those in authority- 

So long as I shall live. 



Board Chair Quinn Welcomes the 
Guests and Staff 

Ms. King Tries To Maintain Order. 
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S ta ff  Ap pr ec ia t io n  Ban que t  

The night of November 10th saw the 
teachers and staff celebrating another suc-
cessful year at their 6th Anniversary Staff 
Appreciation Banquet held at Landfall 
Country Club.  The event was hosted by 
Coastal Habitat Conservancy in recogni-
tion for the school’s accomplishments. 

Board Chair Beth Quinn of First Citi-
zens Bank welcomed the guests, among 
whom were Ms. Tannis Nelson of the SBE 
Charter School Advisory Committee and 
Mr. Curtis Wright, popular talk show host 
on 106.3 FM and Producer Lainey Edmis-
ter. 

In addition, Trustees James Faison 
district judge and Donnie Norris of BB&T 
were in attendance as well as friends and 
contributors who had generously supported 
the school. 

Because it was also Veterans Day, 
Headmaster Cramer’s address reminded 
the staff that their accomplishments were 
forming what would become the school’s 
heritage in the years to come, much as the 
early veterans of the independence era 
formed the heritage of today’s military 
services. 

Following his remarks, the teach-
ers received their bonus awards and 
posed for the staff picture.  The bo-
nuses were the maximum awarded by 
the state for the school’s record of 
“High Growth” - one of only two ele-
mentary schools in the five county 
area to receive this top level award. 

Dancing followed the staff photo 
and the Electric Slide got everyone on 
their feet.  Music for the evening was 
by the DJ team of Chris and Melodee 
Walters of “Party Gras!” 

Ms. Nelson, Mr. Wright, and Ms. Edmister 

Trustee Faison Talks With Staff and Spouses 

Electric Slide Gets Things Moving 

2006 Staff Poses After Another Successful Year 
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To: 

Genera l  Schoo l  In fo rma t io n  
F o u n d e d:      2 0 00  wi th  6 5  s tud en t s  i n  g r ad es  K-2  
C u r r e nt ly :    2 00 6  wi th  7 0 3  in  g r ad es  K-8  
A w a r d s:       2 00 5  Ho no r  Scho o l  o f  E xce l l e nc e ,  T o p  25  K-8  in  NC,  AYP   
C a mp u s :      5 0  wo o d ed  ac r e s ,  1 2  mi nu te s  we s t  o f  W i l mi n g to n  o f f  H7 4 -7 6  

Headmaster’s Letter 

Our Booster Club President, Steve 
Smith,  reports great success in the 
summer and fall fund raisers. 

Mr. Smith said that the coupon 

book sales set a record and earned 
$12,390 for the first quarter’s activi-
ties. 

For this quarter, the quality 
schools program has earned nearly 
$14,000. 

“All 704 students have partici-
pated at very high levels, and we all 
are very appreciative of the help and 
support of the parents’” said Mr. 
Smith. 

These activities have greatly 
benefited the school by providing 
funds so that the Booster Club has 
been able to buy a number of things 
for our children.  Items include extra 
books for the classroom libraries; 
additional swing sets for kindergarten 
and first grade; a new laminating 
machine; a new storage building for 
Booster Club equipment such as pop-
corn machines, field day equipment,  

7055 Bacon's Way 

Leland, NC  28451 

Phone:  910-655-1214 

Fax:      910-655-1549 

www.CharterDaySchool.org 

Email: LSMITH@RogerBacon.net 
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C h a r t e r  D a y  S c h o o l  N e w s p a p e r  

and various other supplies;  and PE 
uniform inventories.  Additionally, 
some of the flowers and landscaping 
materials have been purchased through 
the generosity of the Booster Club. 

I have asked Mr. Smith to evalu-
ate the benefit of more playground 
equipment such as basketball goals 
and he will be advising us on this in 
the near future. 

Last but not least, The Booster 
Club meets regularly  on the 4th Tues-
day of each month after school. Every-
one is invited to participate. 

Anyone with suggestions or wish-
ing to volunteer should call Mr. Smith 
at 655-1214 x106. 

 Thank you. 

Mark Cramer, Headmaster 


