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At the start of the 2015-2016 school 
year, Americans for Prosperity North 
Carolina  (AFP-NC) released a short 
film, “featuring the incredible education 
students are receiving at Douglass  
Academy charter school in downtown 
Wilmington, NC,” to promote its latest 
school choice advocacy effort, “Voices 
for Choices.” 
 
Voices for Choices is an informational 
resource for North Carolina parents and 
advocates that empowers users to take 
action and support expanding education 
options for families statewide. 

AFP-NC State Director Donald Bryson 
issued the following statement: 
 
“We believe every family deserves to 
choose the best education for their child, 
and that school choice is an essential 
part of economic development and 
growth in our state. 
 
School choice instills a competitive  
spirit and innovative approach to get 
more education for our tax dollars. This 
free-market philosophy is a welcome 
change to a ceaseless, tired bureaucratic 

drumbeat of more dollars for  
education that ignores real results. 
 
We’re excited to tell the success story 
of school choice expansion in North 
Carolina and expand policies that 
give every family – not a select few – 
a choice where to start their child’s 
journey in life.” 
 
In addition to showing the work  
happening in Douglass Academy 

classrooms, the film profiled three 
Douglass Academy families who  
explained how school choice was 
changing the lives of their students. 
 
The film was shot at Douglass  
Academy in April 2015 and released 
in late summer. The organization’s 
national chapter featured the film on 
its YouTube channel for subscribers 
nationwide. To see the film, visit 
NCVoicesforChoices.com. 
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In July and August of 2015, Charter Day School, Columbus Charter School, 
Douglass Academy, and South Brunswick Charter School welcomed students for the 
2015-2016 school year! The four schools are identical “sister” campuses offering a 
rigorous classical curriculum  delivered with the Direct Instruction teaching method. 
The schools are public charter schools, which means that they are tuition-free,  
public schools that any student may attend. Public charter schools have the ability to 
choose their own curriculum  instead of state-mandated curriculum, which in NC, is 
Common Core. Charter schools are subject to the same EOG testing requirements as 
traditional public schools. Though EOG tests are  Common Core–aligned and our 
family of schools rejects Common Core, our two mature K-8 campuses, Charter Day 
School and Columbus Charter School, each provide the top–scoring elementary and 
middle schools in their respective counties on EOG tests! Our newer campuses, 
Douglass Academy and South Brunswick Charter are expected to follow , as they 
provide an identical educational program. In total, our family of schools now serves  
approximately 2,200 local students!  



T h e  C o m p o s e r  P a g e  3  Vo l u me  XI V,  I s s ue  1  

NC Charter students outperform peers in 12 of 13  
demographic categories  
From the NC Alliance for Public Charter Schools— Newly  

released testing data from NC’s Department of Public Instruction 

(NCDPI) reveal that NC’s public charter school students  

academically outperform peers in traditional public schools in 12 

of 13 demographic categories. Nationally, there are nearly 7,000 

charter schools serving more than 2.6 million students.  In North 

Carolina, NCDPI projects that more than 150 public charter 

schools will serve more than 100,000 public students in the  

upcoming school year. 

 This new data release separates out the performance of  

public charter students from that of traditional public students 

and is the first of its kind for NCDPI.  

 In 12 of 13 demographic subgroups— including minorities,  

economically disadvantaged students, and students with  

disabilities— students at public charter schools academically 

outperformed students at traditional public schools on  

standardized and state-mandated End-of-Grade (EOG) tests.  

Overall for the most recent year,  NCDPI data reveal that the 

performance average of NC charter school students was 66.6% 

compared to the traditional public school student performance 

average of 56.2%. 

 As seen in the chart below, the data reveal that the EOG  

performance average of Hispanic students in public charter 

schools is 58.6% compared to 44.9% in traditional public 

schools. For black students, the charter average is 46.8%  

compared to the traditional public school average of 37%. The 

charter average for students with disabilities is 30.9% compared 

to the traditional public school average of 20.6%. Economically 

disadvantaged students also performed better in public charter 

schools, at a rate of 49.9% compared to 41.5% in traditional  

public schools. These percentages—called composites—

represent the number of EOG tests passed by all tested students 

(grades 3-8) in all subjects. 

 Traditional public schools outperformed public charter 

schools in only one category—“Academically Intellectually  

Gifted”—by one-half of a percentage point, achieving 96.0% 

compared to public charter performance of 95.5%.  

 The percentages below offer official, verified, statistical 

proof that the state’s system of public charter schools achieves, 

by significant margins, its primary statutory purpose to “improve 

student outcomes.”  

 Public charter schools are public, tuition-free schools that 

have open enrollment, which means that any student may choose 

to attend, regardless of ability, income, or achievement level. 

Public charter schools  may offer unique curricula or educational  

programs other than the state-mandated curriculum, which in 

NC, is Common Core. Though they can select alternative  

curricula, public charter schools must take the same Common 

Core-aligned EOG tests as do traditional public schools. Public 

charter schools provide parents with tuition-free choices for 

where, and how, their child is educated.  

 NCDPI testing data now conclusively confirm that NC’s  

public charter school system is indeed a success to be celebrated 

during National Charter Schools Week. In addition to NC public 

charter school students producing a state academic performance 

average that is more than 10 percentage points higher than that of 

NC traditional public school students, the data presented below 

demonstrate that 12 of 13 student groups have more academic 

success at NC public charter schools than do their peers at  

traditional public schools. The promise of improved outcomes at 

NC public charter schools is made even sweeter by the fact that 

public charter schools are tuition-free, welcome all students, and 

provide significant savings to taxpayers. 

 A public education system that improves academic outcomes 

for 12 of 13 student groups for less taxpayer cost should be  

desired, celebrated, and helped to flourish.  

 The NC Alliance for Public Charter Schools is an educational  

advocacy organization comprised of charter school administrators, 

directors, and former public school officials as well as other  

professionals dedicated to improving education in North Carolina. 

The mission of the Alliance is to be a strong voice that speaks 

transparently for the good of all public charter schools and their 

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Data and calculations represented in these charts provided by NCDPI. Charts 

assembled by the Quality Control Department of The Roger Bacon Academy, 

Inc. at the request of The NC Alliance for Public Charter Schools. 
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Greensboro—  In February 2016, CCS’ Middle School Beta Club traveled to 
Greensboro, NC for a week of competition at the NC Beta Club Convention.  
The convention included various skill competitions, in which CCS achieved: 

- 3rd place in Sculpture   
- Top-5 finalist in Group Talent  

 Beta Club is an academic honors and service club that requires all  
members to maintain a cumulative average of 93 (A) in all coursework and 
complete four volunteer service hours and four hours of tutoring. CCS’ Beta 
Club is comprised of approximately 45 students. 

 Headmaster, Steve Smith, states, “I am so proud of CCS’ Beta Club! 
You should all be so proud of your accomplishments and reaching your goals. 
Your hard work, team work, determination and talents were on  
display. Thank you to our wonderful teachers, Ms.Fell and Ms.Buffkin for 
believing in and loving our kids!”   

Luke Scacheri, who was elected SGA  
President,  provided an entertaining speech 

to his peers.  

SGA Presidential candidates  met with  
Leland Mayor, Brenda Bozeman, and 
 Brunswick County Commissioner, Pat 
Sykes, before making speeches to their 

peers.  

CDS— August 14, 2015 was “Election Day” for 
middle school students at Charter Day School in 
Leland. Charter Day School’s Student Govern-
ment Association (SGA) election process  
closely mirrors that of our state and nation in 
hopes that each student will leave middle school 
with knowledge of, experience with, and  
appreciation for political participation and the 
democratic process. 

 Student candidates campaigned the entire 
month leading up to the event, with some even 
selecting campaign “staff” including managers 
and speech writers. In addition to clever slogans, 
presidential candidates also had to formulate a 
researched platform and legitimate plans of  
action, which they presented in speeches to their 
peers at the event. 

 Charter Day School invited local officials to 
join these student candidates behind the podium 
today to share their experiences and advice,  
having experienced the democratic process  
firsthand. Leland Mayor, Brenda Bozeman, and 
Brunswick County Commissioner, Pat Sykes, 
spent the morning at the election event  
providing candid insights to Charter Day middle 
school students. 

 Mayor Bozeman encouraged students to 
always honor their responsibility to take a good 
look at who they’re voting for, and to consider 
the implications of their choice on their  
community, state, or nation. She offered, 
“Sometimes, we just vote for people because 
they are our friend or live near us, but those 
aren’t good reasons to vote. You have to listen 
to people and know that, when you make the 
decision, that you are choosing the person that 
will do the right thing for everyone. Vote for the 
person who you know will be fair and honest to 
everyone.” 

 Commissioner Sykes reminded students 
of another responsibility to take with them as 
they grow up to join the electorate— to know 
their Constitution, rights, and freedoms, and 
to put in the hard work that it takes to  
maintain them. She stated, “What I want to 
talk to you about today is how proud I am that 
you are being instructed on the topics of  
freedom, democracy, citizenship and political  
participation. It takes a lot of work to  
maintain and continue in our rights and  
freedoms. It is important for each of you to 
study and to know your Constitution… You 
are our leaders of tomorrow, and even in 
Brunswick County, you can be whatever you 
want to be.” 

 Charter Day School, its students, and its 
families are grateful to Mayor Bozeman and 
Commissioner Sykes for their time and  
participation. 

 Charter Day School’s presidential  
candidates, impressed all with their speeches.  

 To further involve all students in the 
democratic process, student candidates and 
voters waited in line to choose their new SGA 
slate by private, online voting,— even 
 receiving an “I voted today” sticker. 

 Within an hour of polls closing, results 
were announced as all students gathered 
around the school’s flagpole. SGA officers 
for 2015-2016 are :  
 
Luke Scacheri, President 
Mikey Barcal, Vice President 
Issa Baggett, Treasurer 
Elizabeth Edwards, Secretary  

SGA Election Day at CDS!  

CCS Beta Club earns Top-5 finishes in 
State Competition! 
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DAC performs The Wizard of Oz 

DAC— On May 12, 2016, Douglass Academy students in grades K-4 performed a wonderful adaptation of The Wizard of Oz.  
 All students took part in the play, which— in addition to acting— featured student talents such as tap dancing and a Kindergartner’s solo 
of “Somewhere Over the Rainbow.” Thank you to Mrs. Joy Manson of DAC and Mrs. Jean Lafave of RBA for directing  this year’s play!  
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CDS Middle School performs Grease   

Wilmington— On May 20, 2016, Middle School students from Charter Day School performed  an adaptation of the classic film, Grease. 
The play filled the auditorium of sister-school Douglass Academy for each performance of its two-night run. Students amazed all with 
group and solo performances of the musical’s classic hits. We thank and applaud CDS Music Teacher, Ms. Mazzola, for an excellent  
production and for creating this opportunity for CDS students. We also applaud each actor and crew member for an excellent performance! 



2nd Annual Shakespeare Festival 
All schools— On March 7-11, 2016, students at 
all four campuses participated in RBA’s 2nd 
annual Shakespeare Festival. The festival brings 
the classic works of William Shakespeare to life 
for students to facilitate interest in and  
engagement with the dense— but important— 
literature. As part of the classical curriculum 
provided at our family of schools, students begin 
reading literary classics in early grades by using 
age-adapted versions and working up to original 
versions of texts as they progress through middle 
school.  
 Among various classroom art, performance, 
and reading projects, this year’s Shakespeare 
Festival featured a puppet show of  
Shakespeare’s most famous work,  Romeo and 
Juliet. The event also featured performances of 
music from the historical period of  
Shakespeare’s life, 1564-1616.   

 Students were also encouraged to dress in 
Shakespearean costumes to conclude the 2016 
festival. We were stunned by the number of 
knights, princesses, and fairies who roamed our 
halls! 

 The Shakespeare Festival is organized  
annually by RBA’s  curriculum department. We 
thank them for their work and look forward to 
next year! 

 

CDS— In October 2015, CDS students experienced history by participating in demonstrations by Civil War re-enactors representing various 
regiments and branches, including the United States Colored Troops, Navy, Calvary, Infantry, and Nurse Corps. 

The re-enactors began the day with a flag presentation during morning pledges. The re-enactors set up “camp” behind the football field, which 
was complete with period tents and tables of various artifacts. The re-enactors used the tents and artifacts to describe their way of life to  
students in brief, interactive lectures. A "pop-up" museum of sorts, students cycled through five stations to learn about the Civil War from  
various perspectives. 

History in Action: Civil War Pop-Up Museum  
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Below summarizes the results of the  most recent 2014-2015 End-of-

Grade  (EOG) tests taken in grades 3-8 by all public schools in the 

state to provide a system of uniform achievement measuring and 

comparison of all NC public schools, whether district public school 

or public charter. 

The data reveal that in Brunswick County and Columbus County, 

the top-scoring elementary and middle schools are identical public 

charter schools . What’s more? These top-scoring schools do not use 

the state-mandated Common Core curriculum which the EOG tests 

are specifically designed to measure. 

Brunswick 

Charter Day School (CDS) is a K-8 public charter school with over 

900 students in Brunswick County. Public charter schools are free 

and any NC student may opt to attend. They are not part of  

traditional school districts, as they accept less public funding in  

exchange for the freedom to offer innovative or alternative curricula 

to that mandated by the state. CDS uses a classical curriculum void 

of Common Core, and its elementary and middle schools are each 

consistently the highest performing in their county, a distinction that 

was maintained with Wednesday’s release of 2014-2015 test scores 

CDS’ elementary school’s percentage of all students who passed 

both the Reading and Math EOG—a figure known as the “composite 

score”— is 74.3%. For comparison, the state average is 56.6%, and 

surrounding Brunswick County district’s score is 54.6%. CDS  

middle school’s composite score is 67.9%, with the next highest 

district middle school performing at 56.5% — a difference of 11.4 

percentage points. The average composite score for all CDS  

students, grades 3-8, is 71.3% — a full 16.7 percentage points higher 

than the demographically-similar surrounding district. 

CDS’ “school performance grade” is a “B”, which was also achieved 

by the district’s Union Elementary. 

Columbus, Whiteville City, Bladen 

Columbus Charter School (CCS) is a replicate, sister K-8 campus of 

CDS, above, established in Columbus County in 2007 to expand 

parent access to the successful educational model. It, too,  

consistently provides the highest performing elementary and middle 

schools in Columbus County, Whiteville City, and Bladen County 

school districts. Because CCS serves significant populations of  

students from each of these three districts, all were used in this  

comparison. 

CCS’s elementary school composite score is 64.5%. Its middle 

school composite score is 63.6%. For comparison, the state average 

is 56.6% and surrounding district scores are 44.4% (Columbus), 

54.7% (Whiteville City), and 39.5% (Bladen). The average  

composite score for all CCS students, grades 3-8, is 64.2% — a  

difference in district scores of 19.8 percentage points in Columbus, 

9.5 percentage points in Whiteville City, and full 24.7 percentage 

points in Bladen. 

CCS is the only school— elementary, middle , or high— that achieved 

a school performance grade of “B” in any of these districts. 

Douglass Academy 

Douglass Academy is the second replicate campus of CDS, established 

in 2013 in downtown Wilmington. Replicate campuses begin as K-2 

schools and add a grade level each year until achieving K-5 or K-8  

maturity. EOG testing begins in third grade. 

In 2014-2015, Douglass Academy’s first class of third graders took the 

EOG tests. 100% of their third grade students passed, all with scores in 

the highest-designated “College and Career Readiness” standard.  

Because the size of the sample was fewer than five students in this first 

testing year, DPI did not report these results. They are, however,  

further evidence of the consistent success of the educational model in 

place at the family of schools. 

No Common Core 

Let’s recap. The top two elementary and top two middle schools in a 

span of FOUR local districts: 1.) Outperformed Common Core-using 

district schools on a Common Core test by margins up to 24.7  

percentage points. 2.) Are identical sister-campuses using the same  

classical curriculum and instructional methods. 

So, what is this classical curriculum? 

CDS and CCS are the eldest members of a family of four public charter 

schools spanning the southeast region, all identically operated by the 

non-profit Charter Day School, Inc. The non-profit founded its first 

school, CDS, in 1999, with the goal of finding the most effective  

method for educating children. They chose to open a charter school  

rather than a private school so that any NC student, regardless of  

socioeconomic status or ability, could attend the school for free. 

CDS, Inc. partnered with the educational management company, The 

Roger Bacon Academy, Inc. (RBA) to select the most effective  

curriculum and proven instructional methods. This yielded an 

educational model using a classical curriculum that is delivered with 

the Direct Instruction teaching method. 

Classical education is the basis of university education. It’s traditional; 

it requires cursive and memorization. Schools in the family begin  

grammar in Kindergarten, and by second grade, students are  

diagramming sentences into their parts and clauses. Cursive begins in 

third grade and Latin in fourth. Literature and electives are integrated 

with History courses. RBA employs content-area specialists in all core 

subjects to assess or formulate curriculum, lesson plans, and support 

teachers in their respective subjects. 

Students at the schools also receive instruction on their unique  

performance levels on a subject-by-subject basis. For example, a third 

grader who can read on a fourth grade level is promoted to a fourth 

grade reading block. Promotion or remediation is fluid and determined 

on a quarterly basis, a unique service made possible by RBA’s student 

data department. 
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Continued... 

“Our students’ performance-based placements are in stark contrast with 

Common Core practices, which aim to maintain and even encourage 

status quo student performance,” stated RBA President and former 

university department head, Baker Mitchell. 

“Thus, Mitchell continued, “Charter schools give both parents and 

teachers public options. To the 68% of teachers  in the nation who do 

not feel positively about Common Core, our schools provide an escape 

from the mandate to teach it, while still allowing them to work in a 

public school. We provide a curriculum and teacher support department 

so that a teacher used to teaching Common Core would be extensively 

trained and supported in our curriculum if they chose to switch.” 

“The same free, public option applies to the majority of parents who 

feel that Common Core is negatively affecting their child. Any NC 

student can enroll in a public charter school,” he concluded. 

Charter Day School, Columbus Charter School, Douglass Academy, 

and South Brunswick Charter School implement RBA’s classical  

curriculum and instruction model. The schools are tuition-free to any 

student and are accepting enrollments for the 2016-2017 year. Middle School students at Columbus Charter School 
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CCS Archery earns 3rd 
place State Title!  

 
CCS— Team and individual results released today reveal that 
Columbus Charter School  is home to the 3rd place  middle 
school archery team in the state. The second-year team is  
comprised of 24 boys and girls in grades 6-8. 

 Individually, two CCS archers earned a top-ten ranking of 
all middle school boys in the state. 8th grade student Chris 
 Lennon achieved a 9th place state rank. 8th grader Lucas  
Williams achieved the 10th place state rank. Joshua Barnhill 
earned a 2nd place finish in the 6th grade boys category. 

 In addition to excellence, this year’s 3rd place ranking 
reveals tremendous growth. Last year, the first-year team 
placed 7th in state competition. 

 Coincidentally, CCS’s second-year cheer squad achieved a 
3rd place finish in National competition in December. CCS 
cheer and archery programs were started in August 2014, and 
join the school’s other athletic programs, football and running 
club. Students may choose archery as an elective in addition to 
after school practices. 

  As a public charter school, and unlike a district public 
school, CCS does not receive any capital funding for things 
like facilities, maintenance, or athletic programs. 

 Thus, the current catalog of athletic programs offered is 
the result of staff, parent, and community members  
volunteering their time and passion for students. Results like 
these—a 3rd place State Title in Archery and a 3rd place  
National Title in Cheer—are proof of the high quality  
programs  provided by these volunteers. 

 One such volunteer is CCS Headmaster, Steve Smith, who 
coached this year’s archery team. He was assisted by Mr. Greg 
Fisher, husband of Assistant Headmaster of Middle School, 
Mrs. Carla Fisher. 

 “I love the venue that Archery provides for me to build 
relationships with students—the time and the access that it 
allows us to have with each other,” Headmaster Smith states. 
“I have seen most of these students grow up from  
Kindergarteners, and I love getting to know them better as 
middle schoolers. I’m amazed by who they are, and the skills 
they’ve developed so quickly in the Archery program,” he 
states. 

CDS Archery  earns 7th 
consecutive State Title!  

 

CDS— Team and individual results released today reveal that 
Charter Day School (CDS) is home to the top middle school 
archers in the state. The team, comprised of boys and girls in 
grades 6-8, has won a seventh consecutive state title.  
Individually, the top ten male and female archers in the state are 
nearly all CDS students. CDS’ first-year elementary team 
(grades 3-5) achieved a stunning 3rd place finish in their first 
state competition. 

 

 CDS’ team provided nine of the top-ten middle school  
female archers in the state. 7th grader Hannah Pelton is NC’s 
top female middle school archer, who posted a nearly-perfect 
score of 291/300. Head coach Daryl Lafave reports that this is 
the highest score posted by any CDS archer, male or female, in 
his memory. 8th grader Luke Scacheri is NC’s top male middle 
school archer, and posted a very impressive score of 286/300. 

  

 Further, in the NC elementary school competition, CDS’  
first-year team achieved a 3rd place finish. The team is  
comprised of 14 students in grades 3-5, of whom two ranked in 
the state’s top-ten individual standings. 4th grade student  
Patrick Boldt is NC’s 2nd place elementary school archer and is 
1st place archer in the 4th grade category. 5th grade student 
Conner Hancock is NC’s 7th place elementary school archer. 

 

 CDS Art Teacher, Daryl Lafave, is the long-time head 
coach of the program. “I am so proud of every CDS archer,” he 
states. “Our students’ high level of performance in archery  
allows them to travel to National and World competition each 
year, which provides valuable life experience. Each one of our 
students did great, and these competitions provide an  
opportunity for them to be recognized for their hard work.” 

 

 Coach Lafave is assisted by CDS 5th grade teachers, Ms. 
Erin Mahoney and Mr. Johnathon Urban, as well as parent  
volunteers Terry Boldt and Ashley Lindbert. 

 
The team will compete in National Competition in May 2016. 
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RBA Vikings cheerleaders earn 7th National Title!  
Orlando— A National Champion cheer squad resides in Leland. 
This weekend, the RBA Vikings Pee Wee squad from Charter 
Day School earned the top prize in national competition— for the 
fourth time in a row and fifth overall. 

 The cheer program also won two first-place National  
Championships in other divisions, bringing the program total to 
seven first-place National Champion titles since 2011. 

 Broadcast on ESPN 3, the week-long Pop Warner national 
competition saw more than 420 teams from across the nation 
compete in their respective divisions. 

 This National Champion squad also received the Spirit of 
Sport Award— the competition’s “Miss Congeniality”  
equivalent— from a pool of 20 contenders. The squad is  
comprised of students from Charter Day School ages 9-12. 

 Another Charter Day School squad competing in a different 
division—the competition’s most advanced— achieved an  
impressive second-place finish while setting a new high score 
record for the RBA Viking cheer program. A squad including 
students from both Charter Day School and their Whiteville  
sister-school, Columbus Charter School, achieved a fifth-place 
national title. 

 Columbus Charter School and Charter Day School are  
identically-operated sister schools  managed by The Roger Bacon 
Academy, Inc. (RBA), which sponsors the schools’ Pop Warner 
athletic teams. As public charter schools, the schools do not  
receive funding for facilities and athletic programs, among other 
things. The cheer program is self-supported through donations 
and volunteers. 

 In sum, at 2015 Nationals, a total of four squads with students 
from Charter Day School or Columbus Charter School competed 
and brought home first, second, third and fifth place finishes. 

 The common denominator for these programs’ mutual  
success is Head Coach, Jean Lafave. Lafave started the program 
at the Leland campus in 2005 and successfully replicated it at the 
Whiteville campus in 2014. 

 An unpaid volunteer, Lafave leads both programs with the 
support of volunteer assistant coaches—one of whom includes her 
daughter, Abby, an alumna of a former National Champion squad. 

 Lafave states, “Unlike other teams, we have never had a gym. 
We practice in the heat, the cold, and the rain. Our athletes do not 
come from all-star gyms and our coaches have no previous  
coaching experience, as they are simply moms and dads who want 
to spend extra time with their daughters. Many of our families 
fundraise all season to make it to this competition. We write our 
own choreography—my daughter Abby and I—at the dinner table 
or during family time. Our athletes’ hard work and dedication 
shines through despite all of these circumstances.” 

 Parent and Coach, Bret Tharp, states “Our program has a 
standard of excellence that athletes, coaches, and parents expect, 
and once again we have attained that excellence. The RBA Viking 
cheer program is the most accomplished Pop Warner program in 
the nation.” 

 Assistant Coach, Abby Lafave, offered, “During my eight 
years as an RBA Viking Cheerleader at Charter Day School, not 
only did I meet lots of friends and participate in a sport that I love, 
I earned over $4,500.00 in scholastic scholarships.” 

 At Charter Day School, the Pop Warner organization has 
awarded over $12,000.00 in scholarships to student athletes since 
2005. 

National Champion cheerleaders recognized at NC  
General Assembly 
Raleigh— On May 17, 2016, the current National Champion 
RBA Viking Cheerleaders were invited by their local  
Senator, Bill Rabon, for a celebratory lunch at the NC General 
Assembly.  

 Senator Rabon provided a tour of the Legislative Building 
and thorough explanation of the NC Senate. We are grateful to  
Senator Rabon for his time and a delicious lunch!  

 The Pop Warner squad is sponsored by charter school  
management company, RBA, and comprised of students from 
Charter Day School in Leland, a public K-8 charter school that 
currently and consistently provides Brunswick County's  
highest-scoring elementary and middle schools on End-of-Grade 
tests  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Bill-Rabon/344807432267444
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     CHEERLEADING AT CHARTER DAY            CHEERLEADING AT COLUMBUS CHARTER       CHEERLEADING AT DOUGLASS ACADEMY 

CHEERLEADING AT SOUTH BRUNSWICK     BASKETBALL AT CHARTER DAY                    FOOTBALL AT CHARTER DAY 

             ARCHERY AT COLUMBUS CHARTER                    ARCHERY AT CHARTER DAY               

RBA— Jean Lafave— also known as Coach Jean— earned the 2016  
Female Volunteer of the Year Award for the Mid-South Region of the 
Pop Warner athletic program. This is particularly impressive, as the 
Mid-South Region includes seven states— Alabama, Kentucky, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee, Virginia, and West  
Virginia— meaning that out of hundreds of volunteers in each state,  
Lafave was chosen for the 2016 award.  

 Coach Jean started Pop Warner cheer and football programs at 
Charter Day School in 2005 and has, along with her husband and 
CDS Art Teacher, Daryl Lafave, directed the programs each year. 
Lafave has expanded these programs to Charter Day’s sister schools, 
Columbus Charter School, Douglass Academy, and South Brunswick 
Charter School.  

 Lafave’s Charter Day School cheerleaders are current National  
Champions, which is the 7th National Title earned by the school. 
Lafave works with 11 squads, volunteering several evenings each 
week and nearly all weekends.  

RBA’s Lafave receives Regional Pop Warner Female 
Volunteer of the Year Award! 
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CDS, CCS—  On February 4, 2016, CDS and CCS students raised funds for UNC Children’s Hospital’s Pediatric Cancer Unit  by donating 
$2.00 to trade their school uniforms for Carolina Panthers gear. The fundraiser occurred days before the 2016 Super Bowl in which our 
home team, the Carolina Panthers, made their first appearance since 2003. Individual student and teacher donations raised $1,286.00 to   
support pediatric cancer research! 

, 

CDS, CCS, SBC— During the month of December, Charter Day School, Columbus Charter School, and South Brunswick Charter School 
collected toys for the US Marine Corps Reserve’s annual Toys for Tots charity drive, which provides Christmas gifts to families in need. 
Our schools collected more than 2,000 toys and $1,500.00! In a separate project, Cub Scout pack 705, which meets at Charter Day School, 
donated toys in addition to volunteering at the local Toys for Tots collection facility.  



T h e  C o m p o s e r  P a g e  1 4  Vo l u me  XI V,  I s s ue  1  

Lake Waccamaw— On May 13, 2016, students from four local 
charter schools converged at Lake Waccamaw to represent their 
school in the fourth annual FASTAR Race of Champions, a  
race-themed academic competition which sees students “race” to 
complete workbooks of 50 math problems and a reading passage at 
top speeds of two minutes.  

 “FASTAR” stands for Fluent Academic Skills Tournament in 
Arithmetic and Reading and was developed 12 years ago by The 
Roger Bacon Academy, Inc. (RBA), the Leland-based management 
company of the network of local public charter schools.  This event 
saw “champions” from each of the four schools compete as a team 
to bring home the FASTAR cup to their campus. 

 “Champions” are students who were top finishers at individual 
school FASTAR competitions, held in April. Grouped by grade 
level, K-5 students complete reading and math problems with both 
speed and accuracy, as incorrect answers result in time penalties. 
Participating schools were Charter Day School in  
Leland, Columbus Charter School in Whiteville, Douglass  
Academy in downtown Wilmington, and for the first time, South 
Brunswick Charter School in Southport.   

 The four schools finished with times spanning only seconds of 
difference. This demonstrates that students at Douglass Academy 
and South Brunswick Charter School, the two newest schools in 
the family, are as fluent in reading and math as students at Charter 
Day School and Columbus Charter School, which are older schools 
and are the highest scoring in Brunswick and Columbus counties,  
respectively. 

As part of the RBA network, the four schools offer an identical 
classical curriculum and use the Direct Instruction teaching  
method. RBA spokeswoman Sawyer Batten states that these results 
are encouraging, but not surprising. 

 “The RBA network has grown from a demand to replicate its 
innovative educational program in new areas. Charter Day School 
opened in 1999 and soon became the top-performing school in 
Brunswick County. In 2007, we replicated the Charter Day School 
model in neighboring Columbus County, where Columbus Charter 
School has also become its county’s top performer. Douglass  
Academy is the third campus and in 2014, South Brunswick  
Charter School in Southport became the fourth,” she explained. 

  Ultimately, Charter Day School won the day and took 
home the “RBA Cup,” which will reside in their office until next 
year’s competition. Preparations for next year’s races will begin in 
January 2017, with individual school competitions to follow in 
April. Any K-5  student in the RBA family may participate in 
FASTAR. All four schools are currently accepting enrollments for 
the 2016-2017 school year.  

Charter Day School K-5 students and  Assistant Headmaster,  Ms. 
Stroup, pose with the RBA Cup after their win.  
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CDS, CCS— On May 6, 2016, Charter Day 
School and Columbus Charter School faced 
off in the 2nd annual Classical History 
Bowl. Students in grades 5-8 answered  
hundreds of nuanced questions from various 
periods of history from 410 AD to the  
present. 

 The competition is a complement 
to RBA’s FASTAR academic competition 
for Reading and Math. The Classical  
History Bowl was created to allow students 
to participate in a rewarding academic  
competition in any of their favorite subjects. 
The family of schools also participates in 
the North Carolina Science Olympiad  
program. 

 At the 2016 Classical History Bowl, 
Columbus Charter School won the 5th, 6th, 
and 7th grade competitions and Charter Day 
School won the 8th grade competition.  
Columbus Charter School won the overall 
“RBA Cup.” We congratulate all  
participants! 

UNCW— In March, middle school students from Charter Day 
School placed 7th of 40 local middle schools in a regional 
Science Olympiad competition held at UNCW.  Eighth grade 
student Ben Eldridge earned the impressive award of “Top 
Male Competitor.” 

 Columbus Charter School participated in the Science 
Olympiad program for the first time this year. Their first-year 
team achieved top-ten finishes in three individual events. 

 Schools across North Carolina compete annually in the 
rigorous Science Olympiad academic competition, which hosts 
23 events in the fields of genetics, earth science, chemistry, 
anatomy, physics, geology, mechanical engineering and  
technology. Examples of tasks include: 

Electric Vehicle: Teams must design, build and test one 
vehicle that uses electrical energy as its sole means of  
propulsion to travel as quickly as possible and stop close to 
a Target Point. 

Bridge Building: Teams will design and build the lightest 
bridge with the highest structural efficiency that can span a 
given opening meeting the requirements given. 

Fossils: Teams will demonstrate their knowledge of ancient 
life by identifying fossils and answering questions about 
classification, habitat, ecologic relationships, behaviors, 
environmental adaptations and the use of fossils to date 
and correlate rock units. 

 RBA Founder, Baker Mitchell explained, “RBA has  
developed signature academic competitions in Reading, 
Math, and World History. Science Olympiad completes the 
roster, allowing students at our client schools to spend their 

year on a competitive academic team in any of their  
favorite subjects. As an engineer by trade and former  
professor, I appreciate the legitimacy of the tasks and skills 
Science Olympiad requires of its participants.”  

2nd Annual Classical History Bowl 

CDS, CCS Middle Schools compete in NC 
Science Olympiad 
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Dr. Thaddeus Lott passed away on October 26, 2015. Dr. Lott 
was a heroic principal in Houston, Texas, who pioneered the  
Direct Instruction educational model used by The Roger Bacon 
Academy, Inc. (RBA) and the four schools and 2,200 students it 
serves. 
 
We have compiled a brief list of “highlights” to acquaint you 
with Dr. Lott’s work and character, in hopes that you will take a 
moment to read below. The education your child received today 
is an aspect of his legacy. 
 

 
“If I had to choose any single foundation of his success, it is his 

intense desire to cause children to learn.”  
 
 
Dr. Thaddeus Lott: 

 Became Principal of Wesley Elementary in Houston in 
1975, where 99% of the students were minorities and only 
18% of third graders could read on grade level. By 1980, 
Lott had increased that number to 85%, which climbed to 
100% in 1996. 

 Held fundraisers and rejected his district’s technology  
upgrades in order to purchase the Direct Instruction  
curricula responsible for his students’ success, as it was 
not on the state’s list of approved materials and thus was 
not funded. 

 So improved education that in 1995, parents from  
neighboring communities who wanted a “Wesley  
Elementary” for their children, petitioned the Houston 
school board allow Lott to take over three blighted schools 
in the area. This was granted, and they created the first 
charter school district in Texas. 

 Lott’s school was punished in the media for being “too 
good” and exposing critical flaws in the state system.  
Instead, Lott was the target of a failed investigation to 
prove his students were cheating on state tests. 

 Earned a nationally-aired 20/20 documentary about the 
proven and dramatic success of his model, as well as his 
tirelessness. 

 Changed the lives of thousands of children in Houston. 

 So profoundly inspired a former engineering professor 
who was volunteering at Wesley, that the man, Baker 
Mitchell, came out of retirement in 1998 to replicate Lott’s 
model in the newly-established charter school environment 
of North Carolina. 

 His work continues to change the lives of thousands of 
children in southeastern NC. 

 
Dr. Thaddeus Lott inspired: 

 The establishment of The Roger Bacon Academy, Inc. 
(RBA) by Baker Mitchell in1999—a company that  
provides public charter schools with the educational model 
pioneered by Dr. Lott. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Dr. Lott with RBA Founder, Baker Mitchell, in 2000 
 
 

 RBA’s recruitment of one of Dr. Lott’s teachers at  
Wesley Elementary, Ms. Barbra Jones, who now serves 
as the Headmaster of Douglass Academy in downtown  
Wilmington. 

 Four schools and 2,100 students who are served with this 
model in southeastern North Carolina. 

 Charter Day School, established in 1999, consistently 
being the top scoring elementary and middle school in its 
surrounding district on state End-of-Grade tests. Most 
recently, the school outscored the district by 20  
percentage points. 

 Columbus Charter School, established in 2007,  
consistently being the top scoring elementary and middle 
school in its surrounding district on state End-of-Grade 
tests. Most recently, the school outscored the district by 
20 percentage points. 

 Douglass Academy, established in 2013 and serving a 
96% minority population, having 100% of its third grade 
class pass the most recent state End-of-Grade tests. 

 South Brunswick Charter School, established in 2014, to 
expand access to the successful model to more families. 
The new school will take its first state End-of-Grade 
tests at the end of this year. 

 Kindergartners at the four schools to be able to read by 
January of their first year of school. 

 In 2009, The Roger Bacon Academy (RBA) used the 
Direct Instruction reading model to remediate students 
who had fallen behind in district public schools. The 
program included 17 students in grades 4-8. In three 
months, with only nine hours of instruction, 13 of the 17 
students had been brought up to or above grade level. 
The remaining 4 students had progressed even further— 
an entire year ahead. 
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All schools— In February 2016,  all four campuses 
celebrated Kindergarteners’ achievement of learning 
how to read in the “I Can Read” ceremony.   

Each year, this ceremony serves as motivation to 
ensure that all Kindergartners have mastered  
reading by January of their first year of school. All 
students received a certificate and story book.  
Literacy in Kindergarten allows students at our 
schools to begin learning grammar in 1st grade and 
Latin in 4th grade.  

We are proud of our Kindergarteners, our program, 
and our wonderful Kindergarten teachers!  
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Veteran’s Day Concert at CDS 

CDS— On November 10, 2015, 130 CDS students in grades 5-8 performed a concert to honor Veterans on Veteran’s Day. Approximately 20 
veterans attended and were recognized for their sacrifice. 

CDS 8th Grade field trip to Washington, DC 

9-11 Memorial           Washington Monument      Vietnam War Memorial 

Washington, DC— On March 10, 2015, 59 8th grade students from Charter Day School took an annual field trip to Washington, DC.  
The trip provides a complement to the 8th grade study of US history. Students held various fundraisers throughout the year which raised  

over $8,000.00 and provided full scholarships for nine students to attend the trip! This is the sixth year that CDS students have visited  
Washington, DC.   

Students in front of the White House 
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T h e  R o g e r  B a c o n  A c a d e m y ,  I n c .  f o r   
C h a r t e r  D a y  S c h o o l ,  C o l u m b u s  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l ,  D o u g l a s s  A c a d e m y ,  
a n d  S o u t h  B r u n s w i c k  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l   

General  School  Informat ion                        
 

S c h o o l :   Cha rt e r Da y  Sc hoo l     Co l um bu s  Char t er S c ho o l  
F o u n d e d :      2000 with 53 students in grades K -2  2007 with 124 students in K-2 
Currently:    2016 with 969 students in grades K -8  2016 with 950 students in K-8 
Awards:       2005 Honor School of Excellence,    2008-9 School of Distinction, High Growth, AYP  
              Top 25 K-8 in NC, AYP every year               
Campus:      80 wooded acres, 12 minutes west    150 acre campus,10 minutes north  
    of Wilmington off H74       of Whiteville off Old Lumberton Road  

Charter Day School 
7055 Bacon’s Way 
Leland, NC 28451 

www.charterdayschool.net 
Phone:  910-655-1214 

 

Columbus Charter School 
35 Bacon’s Way 
Whiteville, NC 28472 
 
www.columbuscharterschool.net 
Phone:  910-641-4042 

 

S c h o o l :   Do u g las s  Aca d e my      S o ut h  Br unsw ic k  Cha rt e r S c hoo l  
Founded:      2013 with 33 students in grades K -2  2014 with 85 students in grades K -2 
Currently:    2016 with 121 students in grades K -4  2016 with 188 students in grades K -3            
Campus:     The historic Peabody building in           45 acres, 1 mile south of H211, halfway  
    the heart of downtown Wilmington.   between Shallotte and Southport.  

Douglass Academy 
507 South 6th Street 
Wilmington, NC  28401 
 
www.DouglassAcademy.net 
Phone:  910-763-1976 
 

South Brunswick Charter School 

2260 Achievement Avenue SE 
Bolivia, NC 28422 

 

www.SouthBCS.org 
Phone:  910-338-4178 

in these footsteps. Congratulations to our students, staff, and 
parents on another year of excellence! I look forward to 
beginning a new year with opportunities for us all. 

 
 

 

 

    Best Regards, 

 

   

    Baker A. Mitchell  

    Founder 

    The Roger Bacon  Academy 

   

 

Dear Parents,  

 Thank you for entrusting the safety and education of 
your child with our family of schools. I still find myself 
profoundly grateful at the conclusion of each school 
year—grateful that you have chosen our effective  
method of education and grateful to have another year of 
superlative academics on record confirming that your faith 
is well-placed.  

RBA provides a rigorous classical curriculum for its client 
schools, as well as a department of curriculum specialists 
who support our teachers and monitor student learning. 
Our unique program allows students to receive instruction 
on their  individual achievement levels, meaning that  
student promotion, stasis, or remediation is adjusted  
fluidly and as needed. 

This unique capability, coupled with our rigorous classical 
curriculum, consistently makes Charter Day School and 
Columbus Charter School the top-scoring schools in their 
counties. We look forward to newer schools, Douglass 
Academy and South Brunswick Charter School, following 


